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Abstract

This study takes long-term engagement in local practice as its point of departure and explores
how people sustain one another and re-open possibilities for a livable and sustainable existence in
contemporary society, where everyday life is increasingly compressed by institutional systems,
economic imperatives, and logics of growth. Rather than applying established theories to community
cases, this research begins from the site of action itself. Through life narratives, reflective practice,
and situated action, it seeks to understand how forms of life knowledge and practical knowledge—
often overlooked yet fundamental to sustaining social operations—are generated and enacted.

The first half of the thesis focuses on the formation of what is termed “backstage infrastructure”
and the ethic of “bearing responsibility.” It argues that under conditions where institutional resources
are insufficient or dysfunctional, much of the labor that sustains families, organizations, and
communities is rendered invisible and excluded from formal systems. These backstage practices not
only maintain everyday life but are gradually internalized as ethical demands placed upon actors,
making responsibility-bearing a primary mode of responding to relationships. However, when such
responsibility lacks shared structures and collective support over time, it can turn into excessive self-
demand, revealing its limits at the bodily and emotional levels.

Through an interweaving of life narratives and local practices, the study further analyzes the
transition from bearing responsibility to co-existence. Co-existence is not presented as an ideological
declaration, but as a process of learning—amid uncertainty and continual repair—not to carry
everything alone, but to allow relationships themselves to become sources of support. Using the
practice of the Fengtian Collective as an example, the thesis illustrates how, when institutional
systems fail to respond promptly to lived needs, people temporarily reconfigure governance relations
through mutual aid, negotiation, and trust, forming a collective response grounded in everyday life.

Within this context, the study proposes the concept of the “Homeland Economy” as a key
perspective for understanding these practices. The homeplace economy is not a blueprint for an
alternative economic system, but an attempt to rename practices that have long existed within
everyday life. The central question it addresses is this: when the economy is placed where it does not

belong and comes to dominate life itself, how can life be re-centered? In contrast to economic logics

\Y



driven by profit and expansion, the homeland economy emphasizes how people live together, how
resources are sustained rather than depleted, and how humans coexist with nature.

In conclusion, this research adopts the position that practice precedes theory. It resists imposing
a single theoretical framework to predefine the meaning of action, instead generating understanding
through practice and shaping thought through action. “Holding the neighborhood in one’s heart,”
“local practice,” and “The homeplace economy” together constitute an interconnected practical
orientation through which life continues to be sustained within the cracks of institutional systems.
This study ultimately seeks to demonstrate how, by rejecting the premise that only one social order
is allowed to exist, space can be preserved for multiple ways of living to be understood, supported,

and carried forward.

Keywords : Action Research; Community Development Work; Life Narrative; Co-existence; Craft
Knowledge; Practical Knowledge; The homeplace Economy.
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